PEDIGREE PAYS AT FIRST WHINCHAT HOLSTEIN DISPERSAL
The decision of the Birkle family to restructure their farming enterprise in Leicestershire, led to the first sale to disperse their prizewinning Whinchat herd, following two successful reduction sales in 2020 and 2022. Andrew Birkle has been breeding quality Holsteins for more than 40 years and has assembled some outstanding female families acquired through astute purchases in this country and the importation of embryos from the USA.
The catalogue was replete with mouthwatering pedigrees of great depth and breeders from throughout the UK, many bidding on Marteye, were keen to acquire members of these outstanding lines.
Top price was 8,100gs paid by Oliver Williams for a lovely young cow, Whinchat Crushabull Farrah, milking in her second lactation and back in calf for next year’s show season to sexed Blondin Crown Royal, Her seven month old heifer calf at foot made 3,800gs to Baltier Farms, Whithorn. Oliver was the biggest volume buyer acquiring 22 head for his Rosehip herd, near Huntingdon, including other good young cows at 5,000 and 4,000gs.

The Savoire Fare family, which originates from an imported embryo from the famous Pinehurst herd in the states, now boasts an unbroken line of 12 Excellent cows in the Whinchat pedigrees and 33 members of this family in the sale grossed over £100,000 and averaged £3,300. At 8,000gs a partnership of Messrs Heuchan and Airey, Carnforth, Lancs, took a calved heifer by Luck-E Absolute Awesome-Red, with her heifer calf making 4,100gs to Roger Morse’s Carmarthen based Cowindale herd,
The Star family is one of the herd’s best and most consistent families and local breeder Blaise Tomlinson acquired the Excellent 92 pointed third calver Whinchat Doorman Star 6 for his Sandyford herd at 7,000gs.  Messrs Rees of the Anvil herd near Aberystwyth, have a keen eye for a good young cow and purchased four outstanding specimens at 7.000. 6,400. 6,000 and 5,000gs.

Top price in a super run of in calf heifers was 6,200gs, given by David Leyburn of Lislea Holsteins, Co Armagh for a Savoire Fare by Stantons Chief, due in January next year to sexed Stantons Adorable, while Peter Waring of the Winton herd, near Beverley, gave 6,000gs for another Chief from the Star family.
Trade remained buoyant to the very end of the day, with particular interest in two red and white ET calves out of the outstanding Whinchat Destry Molli Red (Ex-96-6), still in the herd after producing 108 tonnes of milk and due with her 9th calf early next year. Her Robin-Red daughter made 5,400gs to Martin O’Sullivan of Desmond Holsteins, Co Limerick and her Aladdin-Red calf 4,200gs to Trevor Keatley, Co Tyrone for his Aghyaran herd.
With numerous animals making between and 3,000 and 5,000gs, a solid trade for first lactation heifers nearly all over 2,000gs and a spirited interest in the 60 heifer calves, several of which were only weeks old, the sale returned an impressive average of virtually £2,500 per herd, a remarkable result considering the state of the industry, and demonstrating that even in tough times, the best pedigree cattle can still hold their value. 

Our thanks to Andrew and Mimi Birkle and their family for their consistent support and we are sure the next chapter of the Whinchat dispersal will be keenly awaited,
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	24
	W. Crushabull Farrah (VG-88)
	J.O.Williams (Rosehip)
	8,100

	91
	W. Awesome Savoire Fare (VG-86 2yr)
	N.J.Heuchan & D.Airey
	8,000

	7
	W. Doorman Star 6 ET (Ex-92)
	B.Tomlinson (Sandyford)
	7,000

	65
	W. Bradnick Sara 4 (VG-87 2yr)
	L.E & P.M.Rees & Son (Anvil)
	7,000

	58
	W. Jacoby Tippy (VG-86 2yr)
	L.E & P.M.Rees & Son (Anvil)
	6,400

	138
	W. Chief Savoire Fare 2
	Lislea Holsteins (Lislea)
	6,200

	21
	W. Jordy Amy (VG-88)
	L.E & P.M.Rees & Son (Anvil)
	6,000

	140
	W. Chief Star 2
	P.J.Waring & Son (Winton)
	6,000

	70
	W. Goldwyn Farrah 3 ET (VG-87 2yr)
	J.M & B.S Jones (Larchwood)
	5,600

	204
	W. Robin Milli Red ET
	M.O’Sullivan (Desmond)
	5,400

	74
	W. Tatoo Amy (VG-85 2yr)
	J.O.Williams (Rosehip)
	5,000

	16
	W. W Galactico Amanda (VG-88)
	N & S.McCann (Simlahill)
	4,800

	63
	W. Atwood Savoire Fare 7 (VG-85 2yr)
	R.Sloan (Townlaw)
	4,800

	128
	W. Atwood Bomba Savoire Fare ET
	BB Farms (BB)
	4,700

	203
	W. Lambda Farrah 2 ET
	J.M & B.S Jones (Larchwood)
	4.700

	47
	W. Addison Flo (VG-86 2yr)
	G.A.Lawrie (Arranview)
	4,600

	180
	W. Chief Savoire Fare 5 ET
	Baltier Farms (Baltier)
	4,500

	100
	W. Army Molli Red ET (VG-86 2yr)
	North Lee Farms (Northlee)
	4,400

	1A
	W. Adorable Savoire Fare
	Rowlands & Lewis (Llancourt)
	4,200

	43
	W. Addison Farrah (VG-86 2yr)
	Grange Hall Farm (Grangehall)
	4,200

	56
	W. King Doc Star (VG-86 2yr)
	M.J & J.W.Faux (Kenmar)
	4,200

	129
	W. Summerfest Savoire Fare 2 
	Grange Hall Farm (Grangehall)
	4,200

	205
	W.Aladdin Molli Red 3 ET
	T.Keatley (Aghyaran)
	4,200

	1
	W. Uno Savoire Fare (Ex-91)
	B.Tomlinson (Sandyford)
	4,100

	91A
	W. Rager Savoire Fare
	J.R & E.E.J.Morse (Cowindale)
	4,100

	20
	W. St Cup Savoire Fare 2 (VG-88)
	J.M & D.Shepherd (Meldamar)
	4,000

	97
	W. Atwood Savoire Fare 10 ET (VG-85 2yr)
	J.O.Williams (Rosehip)
	4,000

	165
	W. Bomba Chief Savoire Fare ET
	A.D & R.M.Thomas (Wolston)
	4,000

	24A
	W. Sidekick Farrah 5
	Baltier Farms (Baltier)
	3,800

	145
	W. Hanley Farrah 
	G.A.Lawrie (Arranview)
	3,700

	41
	W. Awesome Tippy 3 Red (VG-86 2yr)
	J.O.Williams (Rosehip)
	3,600

	109
	W. Army Beauty
	D.J.B.Thomas & Son (Gelliddu)
	3,600

	209
	W. Chief Express 2 ET
	Messrs Threlkeld
	3,600

	5
	W. Shottle Star (Ex-91)
	J.O.Williams (Rosehip)
	3,500

	70A
	W. Lambda Farrah 5
	Baltier Farms (Baltier)
	3,500

	113
	W. McCutchen Atlee 8 ET
	R.V.Winter & Sons (Corringham)
	3,500

	125
	W. Control Star
	T.Keatley (Aghyaran)
	3,500

	142
	W. Jordy Beaujolais Red 3
	M & C.Davies Ltd (Tynewydd)
	3,400

	19
	W. Eudon Nell (VG-87)
	P, C.M & N.J.Ward (Ashtop)
	3,300

	50
	W. Impression Beauty 2 (VG-85 2yr)
	Lucy Heyes
	3,300

	81
	W. Snowy Flo (VG-86 2yr)
	R.A.Jones (Garthmyl)
	3,300

	153
	W, Chief Star 4
	J & K.Rennie (Brocklehill)
	3.300

	158
	W. Jordy Molli Red 6
	D.J.B.Thomas & Son (Gelliddu)
	3,300

	162
	W. Chief Savoire Fare 5
	A.Struthers (Glenmuir)
	3,300

	7A
	W. Solarpower Star 2
	B & J.O’Connor (Bawnmore)
	3,200

	67
	W. Bradnick Farrah 4 (VG-85 2yr)
	I & M.Davies (Davlea)
	3,200

	114
	W. McCutchen Atlee 9 ET
	M & C.Davies Ltd (Tynewydd)
	3,200

	126
	W. Jordy Beaujolais Red 2
	D.J.B.Thomas & Son (Gelliddu)
	3,200

	10
	W. Goldchip Savoire Fare (Ex-90)
	J.O.Williams (Rosehip)
	3,100

	29
	W. Awesome Molli Red 3 (VG-85)
	W.J.Oldfield (Whinhill)
	3,100

	38
	W. Shottle Bena 3 (VG-85 2yr)
	Grove Dairy Ltd (Grovedairy)
	3,100

	185
	W. Chief Beauty 
	BB Farms (BB)
	3,100

	14
	W. Abbott Star (VG-87)
	ML Farming (Crystalclear)
	3,000

	45
	W. Impression Beauty (GP-84 2yr)
	J.O.Williams (Rosehip)
	3,000

	66
	W. Bradnick Sara 5 (VG-86 2yr)
	P.J.Waring & Son (Winton)
	3,000

	71
	W. Bradnick Savoire Fare 6 (VG-86 2yr)
	J.O.Williams (Rosehip)
	3,000

	72
	W. Kingdoc Tippy (VG-87 2yr)
	D.Yates (Meiklefirth)
	3,000

	120
	W. Thunderstorm Roxy
	O.J.Martin & Sons (Garaba)
	3.000

	127
	W. Diamondback Inka Ideal
	M & C.Davies Ltd (Tynewydd)
	3,000

	137
	W. Ist Grade Bena 
	M & C.Davies Ltd (Tynewydd)
	3,000

	146
	W. Chief Star 3
	A.D & R.M.Thomas (Wolston)
	3.000

	147
	W. Diamondback Savoire Fare 
	J.Witter (Sandloc)
	3,000

	177
	W. Chief Farrah 5
	Baltier Farms (Baltier)
	3,000

	206
	W. KIngdoc Cheers
	Grove Dairy Ltd (Grovedairy)
	3,000


AVERAGES

95 cows & calved heifers



£ 3,196-42
54 served heifers




£ 2,817-50
44 maiden heifers




£ 2,231-25


60 heifer calves at foot



£ 1,282-75
253 head





£ 2,493-85
AUCTIONEERS:  NORTON & BROOKSBANK

